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Inquiry through play in a primary setting 
 

 

‘The theories children build, 

whether they are right or wrong, 

are not capricious. They are 

often logical and rational, and 

firmly based in evidence and 

experience’ 

-National Science Foundation, Inquiry: Thoughts, 

Views, and strategies for the K-5 classroom (2001) 

                           

 

‘Play is often talked about as if it 

were a relief from serious learning. 

But for children play is serious 

learning. Play is really the work of 

childhood’ 

-Fred Rogers 

 

 

 

Inquiry:  

[in-kwahyuh r-ee, in-kwuh-ree] 

noun, plural inquiries. 

1.a seeking or request for truth,      

information, or knowledge. 

as defined by dictionary.com 

 

Play: 

[pley] 

Noun  

3.Exercise or activity for 

amusement or 

recreation. 

As defined by 

dictionary.com 

 

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/inquiry
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Inquiry through play is a wonderful combination of inquiry and free play. 

Incorporating Inquiry through the use of play can seem like a daunting task 

that requires specific materials, a ‘certain’ type of learners and extra training. 

Through my professional inquiry I have found that all these assumptions are 

FALSE.  The following are key aspects of implementing Inquiry through play 

into your practice and classroom: 

 Start small! Inquiry does not have to be big! It can be an investigation 

into a small topic that may only last a week. 

 Observe and document! What are your student playing, creating or 

discussing? Record these observations as a way of starting and supporting 

your inquiry question(s) Pictures and videos are wonderful ways to document 

students learning. 

 It is OKAY for the initial process to be teacher directed, there is a lot of 

information and many ways to approach this way of learning. To be 

successful during this phase you need to find what works for you! It is a 

growing process, one that you and your students are learning together. 

 If the inquiry is based on students interests their learning, participation 

and excitement will be meaningful and will help to facilitate a community of 

learners. 
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 Ask open ended questions. This provides the learner the opportunity to 

tell you what they know and what they might be wondering. Which helps you 

as a facilitator in scaffolding their learning. 

 Share the learning with parents and community, this will provide 

parents the opportunity to have a concrete understanding of what is 

happening in your classroom. It may also encourage parent volunteers, they 

are your best resource! 

 Have fun!!  

A key component of inquiry through play is providing opportunities for 

children to play freely through out the day. This provides the Teacher with an 

opportunity to observe, document and ‘eavesdrop’ on children’s 

conversations. The information you collect during this time will reveal 

children’s current interests to help guide you through the inquiry process.  

 

I found a mind map to be more user friendly where we could easily add more 

questions and ideas. I also feel that having the mind map posted will help to 

make children’s learning visible as there will be connections to the curriculum, 

as well as student voice. Below is the beginning stages of our mind map, this 

version is more teacher directed as I have not had the opportunity to evolve 

this interest with my practicum class. This evolving document was created 

based on questions I had overheard while children were playing. There is a 
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strong possibility that when I return to practicum in three weeks’ time this 

interest will have been met or changed. The writing in blue ink is information I 

gathered from my students during free play. The writing in black ink are 

possible ways that I might support this interest. 

 

Activity-Graphing our thoughts on which animals hibernate 

Big Idea: Living things have life cycles adapted to their environment. 

Learning standards :  

-Sort and classify data and information using drawings, pictographs and 

provided tables. 
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Observed interest through play: 

                             

 

 

My top 5 teacher resource books: 

      

During my inquiry process I found a strong link between play, inquiry, Reggio 

approach and loose parts which is why there are various books listed in my 

resource section.   

Websites: 

Insight on Inquiry: Starting the Year in Kindergarten ( video) 

Natural curiosity 

 Why is Play Important? - Dr. Stuart Brown - Dirt is Good ( Video) 

What does it mean to be an inquiry teacher? ( video) 

Connecting the dots 

Insight%20on%20Inquiry:%20Starting%20the%20Year%20in%20Kindergarten
http://www.naturalcuriosity.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bhXIe-U9_Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlX32gB_e-w
http://lsf-lst.ca/dots

